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Ed McLaughlin,  Director of  Athletics - 4th Season
Boston College (1995)

 Ed McLaughlin, who has visions of  elevating Niagara University to its highest level and is committed to preparing the program 
for greater success in the future, enters his fourth year as Director of  Athletics. At Niagara, McLaughlin oversees a Division I athletics 
program with 18 sports and a 50-member staff. 
 McLaughlin added more duties to his plate during the 2008-09 season, as he entered his fi rst season as the Commissioner of  the 
College Hockey of  America conference. Student-athletes were also doing well in the classroom, with 66 percent of  student-athletes 
earning a 3.0 grade-point average or higher. 
 McLaughlin was at the helm of  the department that won the 2008 men’s CHA Tournament on home ice and clinched its third berth 
into the NCAA Tournament. Additionally, the student-athletes posted the highest overall grade-point average in school history (3.20), 
and 65.7 percent of  the student-athletes achieved a 3.0.
 In his fi rst year, McLaughlin led a department that won Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference Championships in women’s soccer and 
men’s basketball, as well as, a College Hockey America regular-season title in men’s ice hockey. Also, the men’s basketball team won an NCAA Tournament game for 
the fi rst time in 37 years. 
 Under McLaughlin’s leadership, renewed efforts in the external areas of  the department led to a nearly half-million dollar increase in revenue,  two-straight single-
season attendance record in men’s hockey, the best attendance totals in men’s basketball history (2007-08), a video web streaming package for all men’s and women’s 
basketball and hockey home games and three national television appearances. He also helped create the Niagara Sports Network, a television network that broadcast 
six men’s basketball and hockey contests to over a million homes throughout New York and New England. McLaughlin spearheaded a $1-million renovation to Dwyer 
Arena, created a Student-Athlete Code of  Conduct and hired fi ve new staff  members, including three head coaches.
 McLaughlin, who served as Associate Athletic Director for External Affairs at American University from 2004-06, was named Director of  Athletics at Niagara 
University in July 2006.
 Prior to coming to Monteagle Ridge, McLaughlin was promoted to Associate Director of  Athletics for External Affairs at American University in November 
2003. In September 2004, he gained additional duties as the Executive Director of  the Eagles Club. He started at American in May 2000 as the Assistant AD for 
Facilities and Operations and was promoted to Associate AD for Facilities and Operations in October 2002. 
 McLaughlin’s responsibilities at American consisted of  spearheading the external unit for athletics, including development, alumni relations, marketing, sports 
information and tickets. His primary focus was on development and alumni relations, running the fundraising arm of  the athletics department, the Eagles Club, as well 
as the athletic department’s capital campaign, part of  the University’s AnewAU campaign. Alumni participation and giving increased in each year since McLaughlin 
took over, and each sport program started an affi nity group to promote fund-raising and participation. He also supervised the men’s soccer program. 
 In his previous position, McLaughlin’s responsibilities at American included oversight of  all of  facilities and operations, game entertainment and presentation 
and game operations. In addition, he had administrative oversight of  the men’s soccer and the men’s and women’s swimming and diving programs and equipment. 
American’s Reeves Field was named the STMA College Soccer Field of  the Year in 2002. McLaughlin led the university athletic department through $4.5 million in 
facility improvements to Bender Arena, Reeves Aquatic Center and Jacobs Recreation Complex.
 The Natick, Mass., native came to American after three years at Merrimack College in North Andover, Mass. While there, McLaughlin’s responsibilities included 
scheduling intercollegiate athletic contests and practices, overseeing travel arrangements for the school’s intercollegiate teams and supervising and managing the bud-
gets of  nine of  the Warriors’ varsity athletic teams.
 Prior to his stint at Merrimack, McLaughlin spent two years as the Director of  Media Relations for the Hockey East Conference, where he was in charge of  the 
conference publications. McLaughlin’s duties also included organizing the conference’s championship tournament, scheduling and developing a marketing plan for 
the conference championship. 
 A 1995 graduate of  Boston College with a bachelor of  arts in political science and communications, McLaughlin served as the Sports Editor of  the school’s 
independent weekly student newspaper, The Heights. 
 McLaughlin graduated in May 2005 from American University with a master’s degree in health promotion management.
 McLaughlin and his wife, Shelley, have a daughter, Hannah, and sons, Liam and Rian.

The McLaughlin File
Personal
Birthdate: March 10, 1973
Hometown: Natick, Mass.
Family: Wife, Shelley. Children, Hannah; Liam; Rian

Education
B.S. Politicial Science & Communications
 Boston College ‘95
M.S. Health Promotion Management
 American University ‘05

Career Timeline
1995-97 Hockey East Association
 Director of  Media Relations
1997-00 Merrimack College
 Assistant Director of  Athletics
2000-03 American University
 Assistant/Associate Director of  Athletics
2003-06 American University
 Associate Athletic Director
2006-pres. Niagara University
 Director of  Athletics The McLaughlin Family (clockwise) - Shelley, Liam, Hannah, Ed and Rian
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Theresa Berg is in her fourth 
year at Niagara University, where 
she supervises seven men’s and 
women’s teams, serves as gen-
der equity advisor, directs the 

Student-Athlete Advisory Committee (SAAC), oversees 
the NCAA Life Skills programming and assists in man-
aging home contests. She serves on the Metro Atlantic 
Athletic Conference (MAAC) Athletic Administration 
Committee, chairs the MAAC Women’s Golf  Sport 
Committee, and serves on the MAAC Men’s Golf  Sport 
Committee and Awards Committee. Since 2006, Berg 
has been a member of  the organizing committee for the 
NCAA Women’s Leadership Symposium held every two 
years in the Midwest. She is a member of  the athletics 
senior staff  and the Niagara Faculty Athletics Advisory 
Committee.
 Berg spent seven years as Assistant Athletic Director 
and Senior Woman Administrator at Walsh University 
in Ohio. While at Walsh, Berg had direct oversight of  
11 teams, managed game operations, served as gender 
equity advisor and was the Champions of  Character 
representative. She also was head coach of  the women’s 
basketball program for eight years.
 While at Walsh, Berg served on several NAIA, WBCA 
and conference committees. In 2006, she was vice 
president of  the WBCA-NAIA Executive Committee, 
a two-year member of  the NAIA Women’s Basketball 
Committee, Academic All-American selection commit-
tees, and was voted to be the chair of  the conference 
women’s basketball coaches by her peers.
 Berg began her career as assistant women’s basketball 
and track and fi eld coach of  the Grove City College in 
1995. She took over as head track and fi eld coach in 
1997 and remained at Grove City until 1998.
 Walsh University named Berg head women’s bas-
ketball coach in 1998. She led six teams to postseason 
play, posted the most wins in the program’s history in 
2005, coached the 2004 team to a 20-win season with 
a 23rd national ranking. Berg helped produce an NAIA 
Second Team All-American, two WBCA-NAIA Hon-
orable Mention All-Americans, eight NAIA Academic 
All-Americans, 25 all-conference selections and two all-
freshman team members. 
 Berg is a 1993 graduate of  Grove City College where 
she earned her bachelor of  arts in social science and sec-
ondary education. She later earned her master’s degree 
in athletic administration at Slippery Rock University in 
1997.

Theresa Berg
Associate Athletic Director
Grove City College (1993)

Jim Herrmann
Associate Athletic Director
for External Affairs
St. Bonaventure (1984)

Jim Herrmann is in his fi rst year 
at Niagara as Associate Athletic 
Director for External Affairs 
where he oversees all imaging 
and marketing efforts for ath-

letics development, sports information marketing and 
promotions, corporate partnerships and tickets. He is 
also responsible for oversight of  the men’s and women’s 
cross country teams.
 The Buffalo native and St. Bonaventure graduate 
brings to the Purple Eagles a diverse range of  college 
and professional sports marketing and sales experience.  
With the University of  California Athletics (“Cal”) as 
the Director of  Ticket Sales, Herrmann was responsible 
for all ticket sales revenue and attendance through the 
marketing and promotion of  single game, mini-plan, 
group and season ticket programs. In his two seasons 
as a Golden Bear, Herrmann’s teams broke several 
season ticket sales records and grew football and bas-
ketball group sales signifi cantly.  One of  the highlights 
of  Jim’s tenure as a Golden Bear, was his team’s setting 
the all time Cal and Pac-10 single game attendance re-
cord (10,525) for women’s basketball during the historic 
2007-08 season.
 Most recently, Herrmann was the Director of  Ticket 
Sales and Service for the WNBA Los Angeles Sparks 
and has also spent time in sales and marketing with the 
Pittsburgh Pirates. While in Pittsburgh, he assisted in 
the Pirates’ hosting of  the 77th Major League Baseball 
All-Star Game in 2006. 
 For his efforts at the University of  California, Her-
rmann was honored four times by the National Associa-
tion of  Collegiate Marketing Administrators (NACMA). 
In 2008, Jim picked up a Gold Award in the Best Print 
Ad category, while landing a Silver Award in the Best 
Season Ticket Sales Campaign. Hermann also notched 
a Silver Award in 2009 for the Best Radio Ad category 
and a Bronze Award in 2007 for Best Single Game Pro-
motion.
 Herrmann is a 1984 graduate of  St. Bonaventure, 
where he earned his bachelor of  science degree in math-
ematics. Jim also earned his master’s degree in sport 
management from the University of  San Francisco in 
2005 and has two children, Patrick and Kelsey.

William Morris
Associate Athletic Director
for Compliance
Canisius (2000)

  William Morris is in his fourth 
year as Associate Athletic Di-
rector for Compliance Services 
and seventh year overall at Ni-
agara.

  At Niagara, Morris is responsible for overseeing base-
ball, volleyball, women’s soccer and swimming & diving, 
along with the day-to-day education and implementa-
tion of  NCAA and MAAC rules and regulations. 
 Prior to arriving at Niagara, Morris was the Assistant 
Director of  Compliance at the University of  Central 
Florida from November to July 2003. During his tenure 
there, he spent two months as interim director. 
 Morris spent two years as a graduate assistant in 
compliance at Canisius while he was working toward his 
master’s in sport administration, which he received in 
May 2002. After graduation, he remained on the staff  
at Canisius for the next six months, assisting with com-
pliance and coordinating operations for the 2002 Xe-
rox Punch Imlach College Hockey Showcase at HSBC 
Arena.
 Morris received his bachelor’s degree in marketing 
from Canisius in May 2000 and his MBA from Niagara 
in 2007. He was a pitcher for the Golden Griffi n base-
ball program and worked as a student employee in the 
athletics communications offi ce. 
 The Greenwood Lake, N.Y., native and his wife, Jac-
queline, have a son, William III  and daughter, Frances-
ca. The family resides in Depew. Morris is also a school 
board member of  the Maryvale Union Free School Dis-
trict.
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John Munro
Associate Athletic Director
for Sports Medicine
Canisius (1993)

John Munro is in his 17th year 
at Niagara University, directing 
the sports medicine staff. Prior 
to becoming the head athletic 
trainer in 1995, Munro served 

as assistant athletic trainer under Ray Kist.
 Munro coordinates the sports medicine staff  and cov-
erage for all 18 Division I sports at Niagara, while also 
serving as athletic trainer for men’s basketball, baseball 
and volleyball. Additionally, he serves as the liaison be-
tween team physicians, student-athletes and coaches.
 Munro has been a member of  the National Athletic 
Trainer’s Association (NATA), New York State Athletic 
Trainer’s and a District Two member since 1992. He 
has served as a National Athletic Trainer’s Association 
Board of  Certifi cation (NATABOC) examiner since 
2000.
 In 1998, Munro served as head athletic trainer for the 
Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference All-Star team in Ja-
pan. He has also co-hosted the NCAA men’s basketball 
fi rst and second rounds at HSBC Arena in Buffalo in 
2000 and 2004, as well as the NCAA men’s hockey Fro-
zen Four in 2003.
 Munro is a 1993 graduate of  Canisius College with 
a bachelor’s degree in physical education and athletic 
training. He received his master’s in education from Ni-
agara University in May of  1998 with a concentration in 
school counseling.   
 Munro and his wife, Amy, reside in Hamburg with 
their two sons, Kyle and Corey, and their daughter, 
Allyson. 

Peter Veltri
Associate Athletic Director
for Facilities
Bethany (1993)

Peter Veltri is in his fourth year 
as Assistant Athletic Director 
for Facilites and his 11th year as 
women’s soccer coach. Veltri is 
responsible for scheduling and 

maintaining the outdoor facilities, as well as work on 
capital improvement projects.
 As Niagara’s mentor on the pitch, Veltri is a three-
time Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference Coach of  the 
Year and was the 2005 Soccer Buzz Runner-Up Coach 
of  the Year for the Northeast Region.
 In 2006, Veltri guided the Purple Eagles to the pro-
gram’s fi rst NCAA Tournament and its fi rst MAAC 
Tournament title. Niagara fi nished with a 12-7-1 record, 
boosting Veltri’s coaching record on Monteagle Ridge to 
80-66-9. The squad ranked 11th in Division I with a 2.7 
scoring average.
 In 2005, Veltri led the Purple Eagles to their best sea-
son in program history, with a 16-3-2 record, and then 
ranked eighth in Division I with a scoring average of  
2.86 goals per game, and they were undefeated in road 
matches (8-0-0).
 The Purple Eagles have appeared in the 2003 and 
2005 MAAC title matches under Veltri, with the lat-
ter taking place before a nationally-televised audience 
on ESPNU.  In 2006, Niagara captured the program’s 
fi rst-ever MAAC Championship, earning a berth in the 
NCAA Tournament for the fi rst time.
 Veltri has mentored several players to national, re-
gional and conference recognition. Over 95 Purple Ea-
gles have been named to either a MAAC all-conference 
team or an academic all-conference team during Veltri’s 
tenure.

Peter Sinagra
Major Gifts Offi cer for 
Athletics
St.Thomas (1980)
  Peter Sinagra is in his sixth 
year as Major Gifts Offi cer 
for Athletics in the Offi ce of  
Development, where he heads  
Niagara’s efforts to increase an-
nual giving to athletics through
the Purple & White Club.

 Sinagra came to Niagara from the Buffalo Destroyers 
of  the Arena Football League where he was the Direc-
tor of  Sales and Marketing. He directed sales and mar-
keting, and coordinated sponsorship sales, numerous 
fundraising campaigns, group sales, and season ticket 
sales. Sinagra increased sales revenue over 60 percent for 
the Destroyers by diversifying sales efforts. He gener-
ated $750,000 in sponsorship revenue in 1998, the fi rst 
season with the Destroyers.
 Prior to his work with the Destroyers, Sinagra spent 
two years as a corporate sales executive with the New 
England Patriots. He supported the sales and market-
ing phase of  the closing of  Foxboro Stadium and the 
opening of  the then-new $350 million facility, Gillette 
Stadium.
 Sinagra has also worked in various capacities with 
Custom Sports Promotions (1993-98), Buffalo Bison 
Baseball, Inc. (1991-93), SportsChannel New York 
(1990-91), the New York Mets Baseball Club (1984-
90), Phoenix Firebirds Baseball Club (1987-88), the 
Vermont Reds Baseball Club (1983-85), the Pawtucket 
Red Sox Baseball Club (1982-83) and the Salt Lake Gulls 
Baseball Club (1982).
 Sinagra is a member of  the National Association of  
Development Directors.
 The Gloucester, Mass., native earned a degree in 
sports administration from St. Thomas University and 
was a pitcher on the Bobcat baseball team. 
 Sinagra and his wife, Beth, reside in Snyder with their 
three children, Peter, Madonna and Charlie.

 The successful path Veltri has Niagara following is 
symbolic of  his playing and coaching careers prior to 
joining the Purple Eagles.
 Veltri’s coaching experience includes stints at Keuka 
College (1996-98) and as co-head coach at Bethany Col-
lege (1996) and Brooke High School (1993-96). Veltri 
was named the West Virginia Coach of  the Year and the 
Ohio Valley Athletic Conference (OVAC) Coach of  the 
Year after helping the Brooke Bruins to the OVAC title.
 A native of  Hamilton, Ontario, Veltri graduated from 
Bethany College in 1993 after lettering on the nationally 
ranked men’s soccer team from 1989 to 1992. He played 
in four consecutive NCAA Tournaments, including two 
NCAA semifi nals.
 Veltri’s playing experience included a year with a 
semi-professional team in Cosenza in Southern Italy in 
1989. 
 Veltri has a bachelor’s degree in elementary education 
and a minor in special education from Bethany, and re-
ceived a master’s degree from West Virginia University 
in special education in 1995. He also holds state and 
regional licenses through the National Soccer Coaches 
Association of  America.
 Veltri and his wife, Carrie, are the parents of  daugh-
ter Emma and son Elijah. They reside in Niagara Falls, 
N.Y.

Kevin Carver
Director of  Athletic 
Communications
Lock Haven (2005)

  Kevin Carver enters his third 
season as Director of  Athletic 
Communications at Niagara, 
and his fourth season overall 
with the University. He serves 
as the contact for the men’s 

basketball, baseball, volleyball and men’s and women’s 
golf  teams.
 Carver oversees athletic communication efforts for 
all 18 Niagara Division I athletic programs. He serves 
as the athletics department spokesman as well as chief  
editor and publisher for all athletic publications, digi-
tal publications, media guides, press releases and game 
programs. Carver also maintains the offi cial department 
website, PurpleEagles.com.
 Under Carver’s guidance, the Purple Eagle Athletics 
Department has successfully ‘Gone Green’, eliminating 
the production of  paper media guides and converting 
into the digital publication age. All 18 of  the athletic 
programs now have a color digital publication as well as 
an electronic media guide available online. Niagara also 
has maintained successful Facebook, twitter and You-
Tube pages since the 2008-09 season.
 Carver started as Niagara’s Media Relations Assistant 
in October of  2006 before stepping into his current 
position. His previous duties included serving as the 
contact of  the men’s hockey, baseball, women’s soccer, 
men’s golf  and men’s and women’s tennis teams. Carver 
also helped maintain the website while composing press 
releases and media guides. 
 Prior to coming to Monteagle Ridge, Carver worked 
as the graduate assistant at Lock Haven University, a Di-
vision-II school in central Pennsylvania. He was respon-
sible for the volleyball team that reached the Elite Eight 
for three-straight seasons as well as the men’s basketball 
team.
 Carver is a 2005 graduate of  Lock Haven University, 
earning his bachelor’s degree in Journalism & Mass 
Communication. A native of  Sayre, Pa., Carver and his 
wife, Rebecca, reside in Grand Island, N.Y.

Danny O’Brien
Operations Assistant
Niagara (2008)

  Danny O’Brien is in his second 
year as Operations Assistant at 
Niagara University.
 Prior to his current appoint-
ment, O’Brien was a basketball 

manager for four-years under coach Joe Mihalich, while 
earning his bachelor’s degree in sport management.
 O’Brien attended Gonzaga High School in Washing-
ton, D.C., and was the four-year head manager for the 
men’s basketball team under legendary coach Dick My-
ers. He was the team’s manager for the program’s fi  rst-
ever city title team.
 O’Brien currently resides in Buffalo, N.Y.
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Erin Bailey
Cheerleading Coach

Donald Borsuk
Equipment Manager

Dan Cevette
Assistant Baseball

Coach

Paul Calkins
Women’s Tennis Coach 

Kevin Conroy
Assistant Women’s

Lacrosse Coach 

Susan Clements
Volleyball Coach 

Phil Martelli Jr.
Assistant Men’s

Basketball Coach

Michelle Fox
 Assistant Cross
Country Coach

Usha Gilmore
Assistant Women’s
Basketball Coach

Kara Hellmann
Assistant Volleyball

Coach

Chris MacKenzie
Women’s Hockey Coach

Mike Mansour
Women’s Lacrosse

Coach

Kendra Faustin
Women’s Basketball

Marianne DiMizio
Hockey Secretary &

Athletic Ticket Manager

Al Dirschberger
Softball Coach

Luke Dobrich
 Assistant Men’s 

Basketball Coach

Brittany Holterman
Assistant Women’s 
Basketball Coach

Caitlin Lever
Assistant Softball Coach

Mary Matiash
Athletics Secretary

Rob McCoy
Baseball Coach 

Katie Murphy
Assistant Women’s

Soccer Coach

Josh Sciba
Assistant Women’s

Hockey Coach

Akbar Waheed
Assistant Men’s

Basketball Coach

Derick Thornton
Assistant Director

Athletic Communications

Dr. John Stranges
Faculty Athletics
Representative

Larry Puzan
Assistant Softball Coach

Bob O’Malley
Women’s Golf Coach

Brad Stahlka
Assistant Women’s

Lacrosse Coach 

Ben Nigro
Swimming & Diving Coach

Brooke Nigro
Diving Coach

Anthony Nguyen
Men’s Tennis Coach

Chris Smith
Assistant Director

Athletic Communications

Shivaun Siegel
Assistant Women’s

Hockey Coach 

Carolyn Neumann
Basketball Secretary

Dermot McGrane
Men’s Soccer Coach

Joe Mihalich
Men’s Basketball Coach

Kevin Miller
Men’s Golf Coach

Julie Moses
Assistant Marketing & 
Promotions Director

Tom Mulhern
Cross Country Coach

Brendan Murphy
Assistant Men’s
Soccer Coach

Alex Sahlen
Assistant Women’s

Soccer Coach

Devin Greeno
Assistant Baseball Coach
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 No matter who you are or where you are 
from, Niagara Falls has so much to enjoy. 
Day or night, anytime of  year, from the 
thundering falls to the hundreds of  attrac-
tions beyond, there’s no place in the world 
like Niagara Falls.
 Niagara Falls’ attractions are varied and 
exciting. Visitors of  all ages can enjoy a 
unique combination of  education, history 
and entertainment. Indoors, you can watch 
water turned into power at the New York 
Power Authority’s Visitors Center, or en-
joy the Aquarium. Go back in time at Old 
Fort Niagara and other historical sites. For 
the sports fan, Niagara Falls offers cham-
pionship golf  courses, tennis, boating and 
excellent year-round sport fi shing. For the 
spectator, there is horse racing and profes-
sional football, hockey and baseball nearby.
 Niagara Falls is an enchanting setting for 
a wedding and honeymoon. Enjoy a variety 
of  restaurants and shopping experiences 
with Niagara’s specialty stores, outlet mall 
and antique shops.
 Travel the quaint countryside and enjoy 
the four seasons as a backdrop for Cobble-
stone homes, charming and historic com-
munities, scenic parks, waterways, farms and 
markets, light houses and wineries.
 The “treasure” of  the area, Niagara Falls 
is an awe-inspiring wonder. Come face-to-
face with thundering waters, see fi rsthand 
the rainbow at the Cave of  the Winds or en-
joy the Falls at night illuminated and aglow. 
There’s no place in the world like it for ev-
ery season, for everyone, natural, serene and 
friendly.

Niagara Frontier


